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for any other kind of employment. And therefore although
in compliance with my friends, I resolve to go to the gallows
after the usual manner, kneeling, with a book in my hand,
and my eyes lift up; yet I shall feel no more devotion in my
heart than I have observed in some of my comrades, who
have been drunk among common whores the very night
before their execution. I can say further from rny own
knowledge, that two of my fraternity after they had been
hanged, and wonderfully came to life, and made their escapes,
as it sometimes happens, proved afterwards the wickedest
rogues I ever knew, and so continued until they were hanged
again for good and all; and yet they had the impudence at
both times they went to the gallows, to smite their breasts,
and lift up their eyes to Heaven all the way.

Secondly, From the knowledge I have of rny own wicked
dispositions and that of my comrades, I give it as my opinion,
that nothing can be more unfortunate to the public, than
the mercy of the government in ever pardoning or transport-
ing us j unless when we betray one another, as we never fail
to do, if we are sure to be well paid; and then a pardon
may do good; by the same rule, " That it is better to have
but one fox in a farm than three or four." But we generally
make a shift to return after being transported, and are ten
times greater rogues than before, and much more cunning.
Besides, I know it by experience, that some hopes we have
of finding mercy, when we are tried, or after we are con-
demned, is always a great encouragement to us.

Thirdly, Nothing is more dangerous to idle young fellows,
than the company of those odious common whores we fre-
quent, and of which this town is full: These wretches put us
upon all mischief to feed their lusts and extravagancies:
They are ten times more bloody and cruel than men ; their
advice is always not to spare if we are pursued; they get
drunk with us, and are common to us all; and yet, if they
can get anything by it, are sure to be our betrayers.

Now, as I am a dying man, I have done something which
may be of good use to the public. I have left with an honest
man (and indeed the only honest man I was ever acquainted
with) the names of all my wicked brethren, the present places
of their abode, with a short account of the chief crimes they
have committed; in many of which I have been their ac-